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My situation is not equal to the defensive, much less so to any 
offensive prospect, part of our militia are unarmed, and the ma- 
jority of them is very inadequate to every military purpose. I 
am However, moving down, but in the Hope that the executive 
will have our Situation altered for the best. 

It is I think important that the Corps under Col. Parker be 
speedily reinforced; the more we move from that side the more 
important it is to keep the enemy within Bounds, prevent their 
detaching to the Southward and perhaps improve opportunities. 
Inclosed is my letter to General Lawson, should the executive 
agree in opinion with me, I request they will immediately send 
the letter and add proper powers to it, so that there may be 4 or 
five hundred men there. 

By letters from Philadelphia it appears the negotiation be- 
tween England and Holland through a Russian Mediation is 
broke up, and every idea of a partial peace given up for the 
present. 

With the highest Respect, I have the honor to be, Dear Sir, 
Your Excellency's, 

Most obedient and Humble Servant, 

Lafayette. 
To his Excellency Governor Nelson. 

(to be continued.) 
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[Ludwell MSS., Virginia Historical Society Collections.] 



The following paper was drawn in defense of Colonel Ludwell' s 
title to Greenspring that was in dispute: 

15 Nov., 1618. The Treasurer and Company of Adventurers 
for the first Collony in Virginia being Incorporated as we sup- 
pose by grant under the broad seal of England, gave Instructions 
to Capt. Yeardley, their then Governor elect, that among other 
things, he with the Councell of State in Virginia, should with 
convenient speed put in Execution a former order of their courts 
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for setting out by Bounds and Metes, 3000 Acres of land to be 
the land of the Governor of Virginia for the time being, and to 
lay out several great tracts of land for several other p'ts therein 
certified, and in the close of those Instructions require the said 
Governor and Councell to return to them the * * * * 
Surveys in writing under their hands and seals, of all the S" 
lands set out by the bounds and metes the Company surrender- 
ing their charter to the Crowne about 1624 or 25. 

May, 1625. One Clayborne, who was then Surveyor-General 
of Virginia, attests a patent which he says was sent home by 
Sr. Fran. Wiat to the Lords of the Privy Councell according to 
their orders, &c. In this patent there are severall p'cells of 
Land sayd to be laid out, but there are not any Metes or Bounds 
described to any of them nor mention made of any Survey in 
writing. 3000 acres are sayd to be laid out for Governor's lands 
(which we will suppose to be in the place where the Governor's 
land have always been esteemed to lye, because that answers in 
a great measure the order of the Treasurer & nearest to James- 
towne), but by that patent it might be supposed to be at the mouth 
of Chickahominy River, but how much that Land was or where 
the bounds were, no man could ever say otherwise than by rep- 
utation. 

We don't meet with any proceedings on Record in any way 
relating to this matter until 1643. 

4th June. The Quarter Court in Virginia (which was the only 
place where lands were granted) Did grant to S r Wm. Berkley 
then Governor in office, 984 Acres of land by name of Green 
Spring, that grant bounded South South East upon the Gover- 
nor's Lands, due to him by right for Transportation of p'sons 
into, Virginia (which was the method that did then and ever since 
Entitle any one to a grant of Land in Virginia). 

5 June, 1646. There is a grant by the then councell of State 
to the said S r Wm. Berkley, then alsoe Governor, for 1,090 
Acres of land (being the same Land granted in 1643), Now Sur- 
veyed and found to contain so much more within the same 
bounds than was mentioned in 1643, but is recited to be the 
same, is bounded as the other was, So. So. East upon the Gov- 
ernor's lands and by lease to him of 70 acres p'te of the gov's 
* * * 
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Note. In the grant 'tis said that there * * * ye Coun- 
cil Board a Survey of the Governor's Lands and also of Green- 
spring, but neither of these Surveys can be found. 

9 October, 1652. A Patent is granted to S c Wm. Berkeley, 
then Governor, & Mr. Bennett in the name of the Keepers of the 
Liberties of England for the Same 1,090 acres renting * * 
by the Councell 1646, bounded So. So. East upon Governor's 
land, but no mention made of the lease. 

7 Mar., 1661. A Patent is granted to S' Wm. Berkeley by 
the Governor Collonell Morrison in the King's name for 2,090 
Acres land which included and recites the 1,090 Acres to be 
granted in 1652 by the same bounds of the Governor's lands and 
here againe is called Green Spring. No mention is here made 
of the 70 acres by Lease being included in the Patent, but it may 
be here observed that if S r Wm. Berkeley's buildings had stood 
on the 70 acres he would have taken a lease from the Governor. 

27 Sept., 1664. (S r Wm. Berkeley still Governor), an order 
of Councell confirming his grant & Lease in 1646, and continues 
the Lease 2 1 years longer (which I suppose might be the sole * 

* order.) 

9th April, 1674. (Sir Wm. still Governor), another order of 
Councell confirming the grant and Lease in 1646, for the 1090 
acres and enlarging the lease for 99 years. In both these orders 
■the councill do this to secure S' Wm. Berkeley's just title. 

Oct., 1674. (S r Wm. still Governor). An Act of Assembly 
passed at the prayer of the Burgesses, to confirme S' William's 
title, & another to implore the King to make him secure in this 
land. 

Note. S r Wm. had then been in possession of Green Spring 
between 20 & 30 years and had been at great expense in building 
there, as appears by the Act of Assembly & by living witnesses 
we prove the same in a controversy at Law about processioning 
of land according to Act of Assembly of Virginia, and also that 
before that time & ever since the reputed bounds between the 
Governor's land & Green Spring were the same, which we now 
claime. 

Oct., 1676. The charter of King Charles confirms lands to 
possessors where other mens property is not prejudiced, and 
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Declares the Charter shall be taken most beneficially for the sub- 
ject. 

There is an act of Limitation in Virginia which is for 20 years 
possession in Lands. 

Note. The 10,000 in Henrico and all the other great pieces 
of Land, said in Clayborne's patent to have been laid out, have 
all been since parcelled out & granted to private p'sons by pat- 
ents from the Governor, as other lands, & the bounds of them 
are not to be disturbed. 

Note. This land which hath alwayes passed for the Gov- 
ernor's land, is bounded three wayes by naturall bounds & the 
fourth is where the dispute now is, upon which S r Wm. was 
bounded, So., So. East is also almost naturall Boundary, for the 
most p te of it is A Survey which was formerly impassable in most 
places, but hath been shared & Drained by S r Wm. Berkeley & 
Coll. Ludwell who claime Green Spring under S r Wm. Berkeley 
& hath never had any Interruption to his pos'sion or clayme 
made till now by the Governor. 

Note. Green Spring, the plantation and lands so called, took 
this name from a very fine Green Spring that is upon the land 
& is very near the swamp which we suppose the dividing bounds 
betweene Governor's lands & Green Spring. 

The Governor's land has been lately surveyed within the re- 
puted Bounds, and there wants of 3,000 acres, about 500 acres, 
which he says must be made good out of that we call Green 
Spring, if so he must take the Green Spring and all the houses 
which were ever built by S' Wm. Berkeley & where he lived for 
many years since. 

Note alsoe. The Governor's land (i. e.), the 3,000 acres runs 
neare 3 miles upon A broad river which is dayly gaining upon 
the Bank, & we can prove hath wash't away about 100 Acres 
within 30 years & must have done much more in 70. 

Quere 1. Whether these 3,000 Acres of land are in the King 
or in the Governor of Virginia for the time being. 

Quere 2. If the Titles to the 3000 Acres * * * then 
what effect will the several orders of the Quarter Court & the 
Councell and the patents from the * * * Assembly our 
possion & the King's charter of confirmacon when * * * 
had been so long possest have * * * Antient bounds of one 
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1090 Acres of Green Spring against ye King especially since 
there don't appeare any * * * bounds by which these 3000 
Acres were let out only these bounds which we prove to be re- 
puted bounds for so many years. 

Quere 3. If this Land be in the Governor, will our Antient 
possession and the Act of Limitation in Virginia barr him, or 
w iH * * * barred by this patent or orders which give the 
Bounds. We claime there never having been any other grant 
or order from the Crowne as to these 3000 Acres, only that of 
the Company 1618, which we take to be only a command to 
have it laid out & set apart in order to * * * grant. 

There not appearing on the state of this case any legall Title 
of the 3,000 acres granted out of ye Crown for ye use of ye Gov- 
ernor for ye time being, I am of opinion That ye Titles to them 
is in ye Crown, Tho' ye orders & * * may be sufficient to 
Entitule ye Governor *to ye use & occupation of them. 

The 1,090 Acres called Green Spring being well conveyed from 
ye Crown by patent & a Title to Coll. Ludwell under the grants 
I think he will hold them ag't the Crown. I think the Governor 
will be bound by ye grants & possession which there has been of 
ye Green Spring. W. 

6 ffeb., 1716. 
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[Contributed by Miss Anne Randolph Ball.] 



Colonel Burgess Ball, in a letter dated 1773, addressed to John 
Blackburn, writes as follows in regard to his property in England, 
€tc. : 

Virginia, May 3d, 1773. 
Sir: 

I received yours of ye 1st of Sept' and also a chariott for 
w oh I am duly thankfull, a remittance for w* is at this time out of 
my power to make, but may be depended upon this summer. 

Having given out all expectation of ever receiving a Letter 
from you, I last summer wrote to Mr. Cyrus Griffin desiring him 
to enquire into ye circumstances of my Estate in England, and 



